352              THE COLLECTED  WORKS OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

that on the Government's own admission the reformed councils
contain members who, though nominally elected, do not in any
sense represent even the few lakhs who are on the electoral rolls.
To do or to attempt to do any harm to the person of the Prince
would be not only cruel and inhuman, but it would be on our
part a piece of treachery towards ourselves and him, for we have
voluntarily pledged ourselves to be and remain non-violent. Any
injury or insult to the Prince by us will be a greater wrong done
by us to Islam and India than any the English have done. They
know no better. We can lay no such claim to ignorance, we have
with our eyes open and before God and man promised not to
hurt a single individual in any way connected with the system we
are straining every nerve to destroy. It must therefore be our
duty to take every precaution to protect his person as our own from
all harm.

In spite of all our effort, we know that there will be some
who would want to take part in the various functions from fear or
hope or choice. They have as much right to do what they like
as we have to do what we like. That is the test of the freedom we
wish to have and enjoy. Let us, whilst we are being subjected
by an insolent bureaucracy to a severe irritation, exercise the
greatest restraint. And if we can exhibit our firm resolve to have
nothing to do with it by dissociating ourselves from its pageant at
the same time that we show forbearance towards those who differ
from us, we would advance our cause in a most effective manner.

Toung India, 27-10-1921

153.    THE SECRET OF IT
There is no doubt that non-co-operation is an education which
is developing and crystallizing public opinion. And as soon as it
is organized enough for effective action, we have swaraj. We can-
not organize public opinion in a violent atmosphere. Just as those
who have been forced by the Moplahs to recite the kalma are no
Mussulmans, even so those who call themselves non-co-operators
from fashion or compulsion are no non-co-operators. They are a
hindrance and no help. Our tyranny, if we impose our will on
others, will be infinitely worse than that of the handful of Eng-
lishmen who form the bureaucracy. Theirs is a terrorism imposed
by a minority struggling to exist in the midst of opposition. Ours
will be a terrorism imposed by a majority and therefore worse
and really more godless than the first. We must therefore elimi*